The political scientist, Will Morrisey, examines progressive-era presidents' understanding of executive leadership and their efforts to shape and reshape modern ideas of self-government, federalism, freedom, and social welfare. The rise in popularity of selfgovernment is linked substantially to this particular moment in the history of the modern state. In this stimulating history of the decline in the representation of heroism generally in American life, Barry Schwartz, professor emeritus of sociology at the University of Georgia, confronts the irony of indifference to Lincoln's greatness with the legacy of equality that he, as the Great Emancipator, brought about. He asks whether there is any way back from this post-heroic era as 2009 marks Lincoln's bicentennial. Soc (2009 ) 46:368 DOI 10.1007 
